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Year Of Call: (In practice since 2008)

Tariq's practice encompasses international arbitration (international investment treaty claims and
international commercial arbitration), public international law and general commercial litigation.
He is one of a small group of five UK barristers aged under 45 recognised by Who’s Who Legal in
international arbitration. The group was described as the “most highly regarded individuals”,
amongst the “outstanding members of the next generation” and “considered to be the future leaders
of the international arbitration community”.
He has represented or advised private parties and states under all the major arbitral rules including
the ICC, LCIA, SCC, ICSID, UNCITRAL and DIAC rules, in a range of sectors including banking, oil
and gas, insurance and reinsurance and telecommunications and energy. His experience includes
acting for some of the world's largest companies in high value complex arbitrations involving
disputes around the world. The international dimension of Tariq's experience is further reinforced by
the 4 years he spent practicing international arbitration in Freshfields' offices in the Middle East and
North Africa region and Paris. He also sits as an arbitrator. In 2012 he was nominated to the ICSID
Panel of Arbitrators. In 2014 he co-taught the inaugural course on the practice of international
arbitration at the LSE. Prior to entering practice Tariq was an assistant professor at the LSE.
He is also an expert in the English law of obligations. His book Unjust Enrichment and
Contract (Hart, Oxford, 2009) is cited in leading English texts, including Chitty and Goff and Jones,
and was described by Professor Robert Stevens (Oxford) as the "definitive" work in the area.
Tariq was called to the Bar in 2001, but has practised as a barrister since 2008.

Directory Quotes
“He has a grasp of the law which is bullet-proof so having him in your corner is a
massive reassurance”
“He has an extraordinarily strong legal mind”, has a ”very solid work ethic” and is “very
reliable.”
Chambers & Partners UK 2017

Page 1 / 4

3 Verulam Buildings
Gray’s Inn, London.

WC1R 5NT DX: LDE 331
Telephone: +44(0)20 7831 8441

Barristers regulated by the Bar Standards Board

“an excellent lawyer with stellar advocacy skills” and “always a pleasure to deal with”
Whos Who Legal

Expertise
Arbitration
Some highlights of his contentious work include acting for:
Greek investors in a more than one billion Euro ICSID claim against Cyprus under the GreeceCyprus BIT, in connection with the demise of Cyprus’s second biggest bank. The case is ongoing and
will make precedent on the proper regulation of banks in international law.
a large telecommunications company in a treaty claim at ICSID against a North African state arising
out of a number of government measures, including taxation measures, customs blockades, and the
commencement of a formal nationalisation process. The dispute relates to a multi-billion US dollar
investment in the telecommunications sector;
a major French shipping company against an Asian state (UNCITRAL rules) in connection with an
investment in the ports sector.
a European multinational in a treaty claim against an Asian state (UNCITRAL rules) in connection
with an investment in the telecommunications s sector;
a leading German insurance company in connection with ad hoc arbitration proceedings against a
large Indian owned insurance company;
Danone against its Chinese joint venture partners in a multi-billion dollar dispute under the SCC
rules, which has been described in the press as "arguably the largest Sino-West business dispute
yet";
a large German conglomerate in an ICC arbitration against its Brazilian licensee;
a Middle Eastern national oil company in a LCIA arbitration about the expansion and operation of an
oil refinery.

Advisory Work
As part of his non-contentious work, Tariq has developed a practice advising governments and
government agencies on a range of PIL issues including those that sit at the cross-section of law and
policy. This has ranged from advising on the reform of municipal laws in line with international law
and best practice to advising (and sometimes representing) government agencies in high legal
content policy discussions with their foreign counterparts and international agencies.
Recently, he advised the Royal Court of Bahrain on the establishment of the Bahrain Independent
Commission of Inquiry ("BICI"), the first time any sovereign state has established a national
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commission entirely composed of international commissioners.
He was a member of the drafting committee tasked with formulating best practice guidelines for
International, Regional and National Fact-Finding Bodies. The guidelines were published in late
2013 as the Sircausa Guidelines (Intersentia, Cambridge, 2013).

Seminars
Tariq regularly speaks and writes on arbitration, public international law, commercial law and legal
history topics, including delivering lectures at Harvard Law School and the British Institute of
International and Comparative Law. Recent speaking engagements include:
"Counsel Conduct in International Arbitration", DIS40 Conference, Berlin, Germany (2013)
"The Arab Spring and the Rule of Law", BIICL Conference (2012)
"The Practice of International Arbitration", Harvard Law School (2011)
"The Beginner's Misconceptions about International Arbitration", BPP Law School, London, UK
(2011)
"The Many and Conflicting Shades of Freedom: Appointing Arbitrators in a Supposedly Free and
Fair Society", American University Cairo Law School, Egypt (2010)
"The Forgotten Scholars of the Law of Restitution", Society of Legal Scholars Conference, UK (2009)

Publications
Book
Unjust Enrichment and Contract (Hart, Oxford 2009)
Articles
‘Law Booksellers and Printers as Agents of Unchange' (2007) Cambridge Law Journal 389 (Winner of
the Sidgwick Essay Prize (Oxford))
‘Unjust Enrichment Pyramid' (2007) Law Quarterly Review 63
‘Legal History: The Beginning but not Necessarily the End' (2007) 18 King's College Law Journal 187
‘Disguised and Outlawed Interest Claims in Unjust Enrichment' [2006] 14 Restitution Law
Review 115

Awards
Kennedy Scholarship for study at Harvard (Kennedy Memorial Trust)
Mark DeWolfe Howe fellowship (Harvard Law School)
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Herchel Smith scholarship awarded for LLM studies (Queen Mary, University of London)
Various graduate awards for Dphil (Oxford University and Corpus Christi College, Oxford)
Sidgwick Essay Prize (Corpus Christi College, Oxford)
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